
Judgment: Part One 
 

Somewhere near the end of the story we find ourselves in we come to judgment. This 

story ends—and then begins again—with judgment, with a day that has come to be 

known as the Day of Judgment or the Judgment Day. So John in Revelation 20:11-15 

pictures a great white throne and someone seated on it. It’s God, but in Revelation there’s 

always this kind of fade-out/fade-in with God. It’s God, and then you look again, and it’s 

Jesus, and then it’s God again. Or it’s the Lion on the throne, and then you look again, 

and it’s the Lamb. So now God or Jesus is seated on a great white throne. Earth and sky 

flee from his presence. And John in a vision sees the dead, great and small, standing 

before the throne, and books are opened. Another book is opened—the book of life. The 

dead are judged according to what they have done as recorded in the books. The sea gives 

up the dead in it, and death and Hades give up the dead in them, and each person is 

judged according to what he has done. Then death and Hades are thrown into the lake of 

fire with the devil and the beast and the false prophet. If anyone’s name is not found 

written in the book of life, he’s thrown into the lake of fire, the lake of burning sulfur.  

 

In truth, this vision comes after one of the most cited and least understood ten verses in 

all of Scripture, Revelation 20:1-10, which tells of Satan being seized and bound for a 

thousand years, thrown into the abyss, locked and sealed in. When the 1000 years are 

over, he is released and he gathers his armies again. They are called by the archetypal 

names Gog and Magog from Ezekiel 38-39. And they attack God’s people one more 

time. But again it proves to be no real battle at all. The devil and his associates are thrown 

into the lake of burning sulfur. And then comes the judgment. It’s a text often packed 

with notions of Israel and the end-times, of the Antichrist and the Rapture and 

Armageddon and the Millennium. But all of those notions (at least as popularized today) 

are largely creations of over-heated imaginations and have weak foundations in Scripture.  

 

What John is saying to the people he’s writing to, those small struggling gatherings of 

Christians in cities along the Aegean seaboard, haunted and oppressed by the power of 

Rome, fighting for their spiritual survival, fighting for their spiritual sanity, being forced 

to acknowledge Caesar as Lord and threatened with death if they don’t is this: Justice will 

be done. Don’t for a moment suppose that God’s believers don’t eventually triumph. In 

fact, one day it will be clear to you that things have always worked out exactly as they 

should. Evil will be taken care of. In the apocalyptic language of Revelation, Satan is 

bound. Whenever you choose the way of the Lamb over the way of Rome, Satan is 

bound. He is bound by the teachings of Jesus, and the life, death and resurrection of 

Jesus. As Jesus once said (Luke 10:18), Satan falls like lightning from heaven. Wherever 

the way of the Lamb is followed, wherever forgiveness triumphs over vengeance, Satan 

is bound. Wherever people go the second mile, turn the other cheek, love their enemies, 

master their anger, rein in their judgment and trust their Father in heaven, Satan is bound. 

Wherever people see that the Great Accuser is Satan, not God, Satan is bound. The 

monstrous red dragon with seven heads can no longer come at you from every direction. 

He cannot wound you, scar you, spit poison in your eye and devour you. He cannot rip 



your souls to shreds. And if he is released for a time and he will be—he is neither 

permanently nor totally bound till the end—he ends up in the lake of burning sulfur.   

 

Which brings us to … Justice will be done. In apocalyptic language (in Revelation 20:11-

15) the dead, great and small, are assembled before a great white throne. The books are 

opened. The records of their lives are gone over; each is judged according to what he or 

she has done, and all whose names are not found written in the book of life are thrown 

into the lake of fire. And so we come at least briefly to the Christian doctrine of Hell, in 

the Greek, Gehenna. Gehenna, everyone should know but few do, refers to a specific 

geographic place. It’s the name of the desolate Valley of Hinnom south of Jerusalem. It 

was the city garbage dump. For centuries it had been the garbage dump. In it huge piles 

of trash always smoldered. Centuries before, human sacrifices had been performed there. 

Children had been burned to death there in worship of Molech and Baal. It was a 

dreadful, smoky, smelly, haunted place. In the two centuries before Jesus, Gehenna had 

become the apocalyptic stock-in-trade for the destiny of the wicked. And Jesus picks up 

on this—it was a place often referenced by certain kinds of Pharisees—and says, Yes, the 

fate of the wicked is, in fact, like that! But it is you who are sons of Gehenna (Matthew 

23:15) and it is you who will not escape ending up there (Matthew 23:33).   

 

But all this we will consider a bit later in this series, except to say this—There is 

something very, very wrong with the traditional church teaching on Hell, this notion that 

we have a loving God who consigns millions, in fact, billions, of people to excruciating 

torment in Hell, unimaginable pain, forever and ever and ever and ever—not just for a 

minute or so, not just for ten minutes, or an hour, or a day, or a week, or a year, or ten 

years but excruciating pain, pain beyond human imagination, forever and ever and ever—

and that then he asks people to trust him. This, I believe, is the fundamental mistake in 

the development of Christian thought. And of course that idea if it’s given any thought 

and not just parroted is atrocious. It’s a horrible and horrifying picture of God. And it’s a 

primary reason the vast majority of people don’t trust God, and a primary reason even 

most of us churchgoers have trouble really letting go and trusting God. But that’s for 

later.     

 

The truth, however, remains: I will be judged. One day I will come to judgment. I know 

this. We all know this. We all know that one day truth and reality will catch up to all of 

us. We all know that one day we will be held accountable for things we’ve done and 

things we haven’t done. We know this in our hearts, or we would if we only took a little 

time to stop and look and think. But what is meant by this? What might I anticipate?  

 

—Dale Pauls 

Stay tuned next week.  


